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 SOCL 301: ADVANCED SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES 
 
UNIT I – Philosophical Foundation of Sociological Theory 
 
Philosophical background of sociological theory; Modernism & Post-Modernism. Theory and 
empiricism. 
 
UNIT II – Functionalism, Structuralism and Conflict Theory 
 
Functionalism: Foundations, Basic Premises, Contributions of Talcott Parsons and Robert K. 
Merton, Critique. 
Conflict Theory: Foundations- Karl Marx, Basic Premises, Contributions of Ralf Daherndrof 
and Lewis A. Coser, Critique. 
Structuralism: Foundations, Contributions of Levi Strauss, Critique. 
 
UNIT III – Exchange Theory, Symbolic Interactionism, Phenomenology & 
Ethnomethodology 
 
Exchange Theory: Foundations, Basic Premises, Contributions of George C. Homans and 
Peter M. Blau, Critique. 
Symbolic Interactionism: Foundations, Basic Premises, Contributions of G.H.Mead, Erving 
Goffman and Herbert Blumer, Critique. 
Phenomenology & Ethnomethodology: Foundations- Edmund Husserl & Harold Garfinkel, 
Contributions of Alfred Schutz and Peter Berger & Thomas Luckman. 
 
UNIT IV – Neofunctionalism and Neomarxism  
 
Neofunctinalism: Jeffrey Alexander. 
Neomarxism & Frankfurt School: Antonio Gramsci, Louis Althussar and Jurgen Habermas  
 
UNIT V – Current debates in Sociological Theory 
Agency V/s Structure: A. Giddens; P. Bourdieu 
Micro V/s Macro: Nobert Elias, Randall Collins, George Ritzer 
Post Structuralism: Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida  
Post Modernism: Frederic Jameson, Jean Baudrillard and David Harvey 
Social theory Beyond Post-Modernism. 
 
References: 
Adams & Sydie. 2001. Sociological Theory. New Delhi, Vistar Publication. 
Alan How. 2003. Critical Theory, UK, Palgrave Macmillan. 
Alexander, Jeffrey C. 1987. Twenty lectures: Sociological theory since world war II. 
      New York, Columbia University Press. 
Anthony Giddens. 1984. The Constitution of Society. Outline of a Theory of Structuration, 
    Cambridge, Polity Press. 
Bottomore, Tom. 1984. The Frankfurt School. London, Tavistock Publications. 
Bourdieu, P. 1990. In other words – Essays Towards a Reflexive Sociology, Stanford, 
    Stanford University Press. 
Bourdieu, P. 1990. The Logic of Practice, Cambridge, Polity Press. 
Bryn Turner, Chris Rojek and Craig Calhoun (Ed). 2005. The Sage Handbook of Sociology. 
    London, Sage. 
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Cassell Philip(edt). 1987. The Giddens Reader, New York, Macmillan Publishing Company 
    Ltd. 
Charles Lemert. 1995. Sociology After the Crisis. Westview. 
Coser, Lewis & B. Rosenherg, 1976. Sociological Theory – A Book of Readings. 4th  Edn. 
    New York, Macmillan Publishing Company Ltd. 
Coser, Lewis A. 1971. Masters of Sociological Thought. New York, Harcourt Brace 
    Jovanovich Inc. 
Craib, Ian. 1992. Modern Social theory: From Parsons to Habermas (2nd edition). London, 
    Harvester Press. 
Collins, Randall. 1997. (Indian edition). Sociological theory. Jaipur and New Delhi, Rawat. 
Giddens A. and Turner J. 1987. Social Theory Today. Cambridge, Polity Press. 
Giddens, Antony. 1983. Central problems in social theory: Action, structure and  
    contradiction in social analysis. London. Macmillan. 
Jeffrey C, Alexander, Bernard Giesen, Richard Munch and Neil J. Smelser. 1987. The Micro- 
    Macro Link. London, University of California Press. 
Jurgen Habermas. 1987. The Theory of Communicative Action, Vol. 1 and 2 Cambridge, 
    Polity Press. 
Kuper, Adam. 1975. Anthropologists and anthropology: The British School, 1922-72. 
    Middlesex, Penguin Books. 
Kuper, Adam and Jessica Kuper (eds.) 1996. (2nd edition). The social science encyclopedia. 
    London and New York. 
Luke Goode, Jurgen Habermas. 2005. Democracy and the Public Sphere, London, Pluto  
    Press. 
Nisbet, Robert A. 1979. The Sociological Tradition. London Heinemann. 
Ritzer G. and Barry Smart (ed). 2001. Handbook of Social Theory. London, Sage. 
Ritzer G & Douglas J. Goodman. 2004. Sociological Theory. UK, McGraw-Hill Higher 
Education. 
Ritzer George (ed). 2005. Encyclopedia of Social Theory, London, Sage. 
Ritzer, George. 1992. (3rd edition). Sociological theory, New York, McGraw-Hill. 
Seidman Steven. 1994. Contested Knowledge- Social Theory in the Post modern Era, New 
    York, Blackwell Pub. 
Smart Barry. 2001. Michel Foucault. London, Routledge. 
Steven Loyal. 2003. The Sociology of Anthony Giddens, London, Pluto Press. 
Strauss, Anselm and Juliet Corbin. 1990. Basics of Qualitative Research, Grounded Theory, 
    Procedures and Techniques. Newbury Park.  
Sturrock, John (ed.). 1979. Structuralism and  since: From Levi Strauss to Derida. Oxford, 
    Oxford University Press. 
The Polity Reader in Social Theory. 1994. London, Polity Press. 
Turner, Jonathan H. 1995 (4th edition). The structure of sociological theory. Jaipur and New 
    Delhi, Rawat. 
Zeitlin, Irving M. 1998. (Indian edition). Rethinking sociology: A critique of contemporary 
    theory. Jaipur and New Delhi, Rawat. 
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SOCL 302: ADVANCED RESEARCH METHODS 
 
 

Unit I: Philosophical Issues in Social Research 
       Philosophy of social research: Positivism; Epistemology; Hermeneutics. 
 
Unit II: Quantitative Methods 
       Problems of Quantitative and measurement; Survey techniques: Research design; 
Sampling; Questionnaire; Interview schedule; Scaling. 
 
Unit III: Qualitative Research Techniques 
      Methodological dilemmas and issues in qualitative research; Ethnography; Observation; 
Interview guide; Case study;  Content analysis; Oral history, Life history, Genealogy, 
Participatory Rural Appraisal. 
 
Unit IV: Statistics in social research 
        Measures of Dispersion: Standard/Quartile Deviation; Correlational Analysis, 
Regression Analysis; Application of Computers in Social research. 
 
Unit V: Methods of Analysis: Methodological individualism vs. holism; Historical and               
Comparative method. 
 
Unit VI: Skills for doing Research – Formulation of research Questions; Review of       
Literature; Methods of data analysis; Writing a Research proposal and Research paper. 
 
References: 
Barnes, John A. 1979. Who Should Know What? Social Science, Privacy and Ethics. 
    Harmondsworth, Penguin. 
 
Beteille A., and T.N. Madan. 1975. Encounter and Experience: Personal Accounts of 
    Fieldwork . New Delhi, Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Bleicher M. 1988. The Hermeneutic Imagination. London, Routeldege and Kegan Paul. 
 
Bose, Pradip Kumar, 1995. Research Methodology. New Delhi, ICSSR. 
 
Bryman, Alan. 1988. Quality and Quantity in Social Research, London, Unwin Hyman. 
 
Burawoy M. and Joseph Blum, (ed). 2000. Global Ethnography: Forces, Connections and 
      Imaginations in a Postmodern World. California, University of California Press. 
 
Denzin Norman, Lincoln Y vonna (ed). 2000. Handbook of Qualitative Research, 
     London, Sage. 
 
Giddens Anthony. 1976. New Rules of Sociological Research. Hutchinson. 
 
Hawthorne. Geoffrey, 1976. Enlightment and Despair: A History of Sociology. Cambridge, 
    Cambridge University. 
 
Hughes, John. 1987. The Philosophy of Social Research, London, Orient Longman. 
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Irvin, J., Miles and J. Evans (eds.) 1979. Demystifying Social Statistics, London, Pluto Press. 
 
Jeremy J Foster. 2001. Data Analysis Using SPSS for Windows Version 8 – 10- A 
    Beginner’s Guide. London, Sage. 
 
John. 1987. The Philosophy of Social Research. London, Longman. 
 
Kuhn, T. S. 1970. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. London, The University of  
    Chicago Press. 
 
Lewins A & Christina Silver. 2007. Using Software in Qualitative Research, London, Sage. 
   
Madge, John. 1970. The Origins of Scientific Sociology. London, Tavistock. 
 
Miles, M & Huberman, A 1994. Qualitative Data Analysis; an expanded Source Book. 
    London, Sage. 
 
Punch, Keith. 1986. Introduction to Social Research, London, Sage. 
 
Mukherjee, P.N. (eds.) 2000. Methodology in Social Research: Dilemmas and Perspectives. 
    New Delhi, Sage. 
 
Mulkay Michel. 1979. Science and the Sociology of Knowledge. London, George Allen and 
    Unwin Ltd. 
 
Popper K. 1999. The Logic of Scientific Discovery. London, Routledge. 
 
Shipman, Martin. 1988. The Limitations of Social Research, London, Longman. 
 
Sjoberg, Gideon and Roger Nett. 1997. Methodology for Social Research, Jaipur, Rawat. 
 
Silverman David. 1985. Qualitative Methodology and Sociology, Gower. Vermont. 
 
Srinivas, M.N. and A.M. Shah 1979. Field Worker and the Field. New Delhi, Oxford. 
 
Young, Pauline. 1968. Scientific Social Surveys and Research, New Delhi, Prentice Hall. 
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SOCL 304: DISSERTATION 
 
 

Independent Research work under the guidance of a Faculty Member. 
 
 
Evaluation on the basis of submission of the Research Project Report  and viva-voce  
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